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“CASA for York County supports and provides volunteer advocacy for abused and neglected children,
enabling them to thrive in a safe, permanent home.”

From Corn to CASA
Can you say that you have worked in a corn field with the founder of the Pioneer
Hybrid Corn Company, who happened to be a former United States Vice-President? Or did
you know that the corn we eat for dinner is the result of selective breeding of the teosinte
plant started over 5000 years ago by Native American women living in southern Mexico?
Stan Jensen has a wealth of information about corn production, largely from his 40 year experience working for Pioneer until his retirement. During our conversation, the topics ranged
from corn hybridization to religion and politics to the death penalty as well many other topics.
In late 2012 Dale Kahla, vice-president of the Board and a former volunteer advocate,
approached Stan about filling a vacant seat. At that point Stan knew little to nothing about
our organization, but that did not deter Dale. He felt that Stan would be a good addition and
would serve the organization well. Stan took that seat in January 2013. He says that it has
been a fairly steep learning curve.
When Stan takes a position on a subject, he does so with passion and faith. When
asked why he agreed to join CASA for York County, he pointed to his religious upbringing,
“I learned in Sunday School in that country church in South Dakota where I grew up the
Biblical admonishment to support the widows and orphans. That early training was fortified
as I grew into adulthood and now into the fourth quarter of the game of life”.
People of faith or no faith at all probably have within their DNA a heart for community and
service to that community. Some of us need a little help in developing that sense of service.
(continued on next page)
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Stan shared four lessons he has learned since joining our Board of Directors:
1. We have an unusually good board with very skillful, talented, caring people. He has been
on a lot of Boards, but this is one of the best.
2. The caring people who make up our Board understand what we are here for. They don’t
just talk about what needs to be done, they go out and do it.
3. There is a never-ending need.
4. We have an outstanding director. Carol is a special person with a heart for working with
these children.
There was one last thought that Stan wanted to share for anyone who was thinking about
becoming a volunteer or donating money to CASA. He says “It’s the only organization doing
what CASA does. There is no other.”
written by Melody Coehoorn

CASA By The Numbers
Number of advocates: 20
Number of children in care in 2014: 58
Number of children served: 29
Adoptions: 4
Transfers: 2
Returned home: 7
Still in care: 16
New children in 2015: 16
Avg length of assignment: 9.6 months
The abused and neglected children we
advocate for come from situations of:
 Domestic violence
 Mental health issues
 Unsanitary living conditions
 Substance abuse (including alcohol)

There is a new face in the CASA office.
Melody Coehoorn joined the organization
as Carol’s Administrative Assistant the
beginning of the year. She is diving right
in and is quickly picking up all the aspects
of working for CASA for York County.

While a CASA Volunteer is assigned they meet
with the child/ren on a regular basis, attend
team meetings and court hearings, and talk
with everyone (parents, teachers, counselors,
daycare providers, foster parents, service providers, case managers etc.) involved in that
child’s life. They report to the court important
information about the child and family and
make recommendations on behalf of each child.
Join Us!!! Become a CASA Volunteer TODAY!
Call #362-5454

Volunteer, Lisa Kroeker,
Visits with her CASA child.

YOU make great things happen for children
our Donors November 2014—March 2015
Abbi & Kurt Kleinschmidt
Amy Holthus
Ann Kirkpatrick
Barb Buller
Bert & Marlyce Reed
Bill & Fran Bamesberger
Brent & Kay Magner
Carol Toms
Cleon & Audrey Schwartz
Cy & Katie North
Darren & Cara Grotz
David & Lesley Langner
Dennis & Jeannie Scamehorn
Don & Shirley Witte
Donna Dedlow
Gene & Shirley Cordes
Jack & Jean Vincent
Jay & Donna Bitner
John & ReNee Kaliff
Kenneth & Carolyn Withee
Marty & Dawn Meinzer
Mike & Annettee Finke
Raymond & Sharon Hansen
Rosemarie Growney
Ross & Michelle Ronne
Stan Jensen
Stan & Cindy Peters
Steve & Nancy Ermen
Sue Cordes
Thomas & Jeanette Shellington
Tom Schmid
Agri-Products
Fillman Law Offices
Ileen W. Swett Irrevocable
Trust

United Way
Woods Bros/Foundation of
Giving
In-Kind:
Bill & Evelyn Batson
Jeanne Campell
Joel Coehoorn
Melody Ellis

Your GIFTS are
much appreciated.
Send a check to:

CASA for York County
510 N Lincoln Ave.
York, NE 68467

MEMORIALS:
Given by Robert Turek in
memory of Shanna Turek
by Harold & Judi
Norlund in memory
of Nate Pullen

Or give online at:

www.casaforyork.org
Melody Ellis ties a quilt for one of
our kids. This type of donation is
called “In-Kind.”

by Jerrine Brugh
in memory of Judy Rathje
by Duane & Brenda Grotz,
Stanley Green, William &
Cheryl Kraft, Lynnette &
Jerry Trejo, Jean M. Smith
and LaDonna Richert in
memory of Ileen W. Swett
HONORARIUMS:
Given by Rev. Jim & Melody
Ellis in honor of Carol
Knieriem
AND OTHER
ANONYMOUS GIFTS

BOOK & TOY DRIVE!
Grand Central Foods is
collecting children’s books and
gently used toys for our kids
until the end of the month.

Become a VOLUNTEER
call the CASA office
#402-362-5454
To unsubscribe from this newsletter
please call the CASA office
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Speak up! Speak out! Just SPEAK!
It could be nothing,
But it could be something.
If you are worried about a child,
Don’t wait until you are certain.

No Excuse
For Abuse
Speak out!
You can prevent child abuse
by not letting it be a secret.

Report abuse to
1-800-652-1999

Did you know?
EVERYONE IN NEBRASKA IS A
MANDATORY REPORTER OF CHILD
ABUSE AND/OR NEGLECT

