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For a young, single mom, wading into the deep waters of the 

court system can feel overwhelming and frightening. 

This was the case for Lenae, who through a series of poor 

choices, was separated from her two year old son, Fonsi, 

when DHHS (Dept of Health and Human Services) needed  

to place him in foster care for his safety and stability. 

Fortunately, over a period of a year, surrounded by a support 

system which included CASA Volunteer Jo Larson, who was 

assigned to advocate for Fonsi, Lenae was able to take posi-

tive steps to move forward in a way that allowed her to be       

reunited with her son. 

ñMy CASA volunteer, Jo, along with the other CASA staff 

were very supportive to me as I went through the court  pro-

cess,ò said Lenae.  ñDuring one of Fonsiôs supervised   visits 

to see me in jail, Jo came and took pictures of Fonsi and I so 

I could have photos of him and  

myself to hang on my wall.  That meant a lot.ñ    

ñI knew how much Lenae wanted to be reunited with her son.  That  

was always her goal and their love for one another was obvious,ò said 

Jo.   ñI watched her slowly make progress towards her probation goals.  

It was inspiring for me to see where she had come from and her  

growth and maturity through a rough season of her life.ò 

Along with CASA, Lenae received other avenues of support through 

the community. 

ñLiving Water Rescue Mission and Blue Valley helped me to get back 

on my feet and Iôm very thankful for the ways they were also there for 

me,ò said Lenae. 
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Moving Forward conté.  Today, Fonsi, a smart, active, dimple faced boy, is home with Lenae and 

Fonsiôs father, who recently married Lenae when he relocated to York from Colorado.  Lenae has a 

full-time job, a drivers license and continues to take steps forward for herself and the future of her 

family. 

ñIôm so proud of her,ò said Jo. ñBefore being a CASA I had no idea what a parent separated from her 

child goes through in the court system.  Itôs traumatic to both the parent and the child.  Iôm thankful I 

was able to play a small part in this positive outcome.ò 



Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ 

L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ōƻŀǊŘ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

ŀōǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ   

L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ǌŀƭƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ  

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ōŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ 

ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ 

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 

ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ - ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊ όŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ               

ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘǎύΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ƪƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƛƴŘ ǘƻΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōȅ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘǊŀǳƳŀǎΣ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ   

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ŎŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎΣ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 

L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΧL ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ Ƴȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ 

ƛƴ мфулΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

ƭƛŦŜΦ 

[ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ όŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅύ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ 
To unsubscribe please call     

402-362-5454 

/ŀǊƻƭΩǎ wŜƅŜŎǝƻƴ 

9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ IŀƛƴΥ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ CŀŎŜ ƻŦ /!{! ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

Hello! My name is Elizabeth Hain, and Iõve been hired to take 

over as the new Executive Director of CASA for York County 

once Carol retires. I started training in July, and will continue 

to work with Carol until sheõs done in September. Iõm a recent 

graduate of Concordia University in Seward where I got   

Bachelorõs degrees in Psychology and Behavioral Science with 

a minor in Communication. I also worked as an intern for 

Southeast Nebraska CASA in Seward for a year and a half 

while in college. I loved my time there, and Iõm so excited to 

continue serving abused and neglected children here in York! 

In my free time you can find me crafting, baking, or playing 

board games with my husband. I moved from Seward to York 

in August, and I look forward to becoming a part of the    

community here. If you happen to run into me, donõt hesitate 

to stop me and introduce yourself!  
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