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There is a saying this time of the year which goes sort of like this, “Luck and will come to 

thee if a bird nests in your Christmas tree.” Believe it or not, this statement relates really well to the CASA program. 

You see, the website My Growing Traditions quotes the German company Inge Glas with saying, "Bird nests are sym-

bols of home. They represent the love, commitment, and effort it takes (birds) to build a happy home.”  

Safe, permanent and happy homes for abused and neglected children are what our CASA volunteers work toward. The 

task is both satisfying and daunting. CASA youth leave their handprints on the hearts of many. Nothing that has hap-

pened to them is their fault. Their resilience is inspirational. Join us as we represent the best interests of these children. 

CASA for York County Snapshots 2022  
We’ve had a busy year with record numbers of children in need of an advocate. We are grateful to our dedicated ad-

vocates for caring about, and sharing their heart with the children of York County. Thank you from the bottom of 

our hearts.  

 

Staff and Advocates attended the State CASA Conference, took 
part in the Yorkfest Parade, trained and welcomed eight new 
CASA volunteers, partnered with Corteva to provide backpacks 
and school supplies to area youth,  had a chilly but very fun 
walk/run to fight child abuse, haunted the Holthus, are partner-
ing  with York State Bank to provide Christmas gifts to the chil-
dren CASA serves, thanked our volunteers at our annual ban-
quet and attended trainings to better serve our children and fam-
ilies … whew! And all while serving a record number of youth! 
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Coffee with Elizabeth  

A note from a friend; Cornerstone Bank 
At Cornerstone Bank, we believe that doing the right thing for our customers 
starts with making our communities even better places to live and work - and 
that the best way to do that is to get involved. 
 

From financial support to employee volunteerism, Cornerstone is actively en-
gaged with the projects, organizations and decisions that shape the communi-
ties where we do business.  We empower local leadership, so you can be sure 
Cornerstone is aware of the issues facing your community and is focused on 
making an impact where it matters most. 
 

President and CEO of Cornerstone, Zac Holoch, believes that it is impera-
tive for the company to sponsor organizations like CASA for York County. 
He states, “There is a sense of responsibility to give back to the community. 
Cornerstone is honored and privileged to be a strong supporter of CASA, 
which makes such a positive influence in child’s life.”  
 

Cornerstone Bank, formerly First National Bank of York, received its charter 
in April 1882, with a mission to provide unmatched customer service and 
meet the financial needs of Nebraska. Surviving the pioneer days and the 
Great Depression, the bank now has 47 locations in 38 communities throughout Nebraska. Total assets of the bank 
have grown to approximately $2.2 billion, compared to $23 million in 1970. 

Hello and Happy Holidays!  

As we approach the turn of the year, I like to look back and reflect on 

how we as a program have grown, changed, and improved over the 

last year. I think about what our goals and priorities should be as we 

turn the calendar to 2023.  

The year 2022 has been a record-breaking year here at CASA for 

York. Firstly, we saw a new record for most children served by 

CASA at one time - 29! But on the other hand, we have had an exor-

bitant amount of children entering the child welfare system; in recent 

years past, the York County juvenile court has seen an average of 42 

children per year.  

This year alone, we have already seen 70 children, with 55 of those 

kids still being in the system today. We are working tirelessly to stay  

on top of these cases, and find advocates who are willing to step up to the plate and be their voice. As we enter 

the new year, you can rest assured that as child abuse numbers rise, we here at CASA will be kicking it into gear, 

advocating for the safety and permanency these children deserve.  

Why did Sherry Tonniges choose to become a CASA volunteer? Her reason is “… I   

retired from teaching but felt I still had something to give. The training was eye-opening 

and reinforced my desire to become a CASA.  I wish every undergrad going into education 

could have this training.  I would have had a much better understanding of many of my stu-

dents had this training been a part of the college curriculum.” 

On the importance of becoming a CASA Sherry says, “Many children who enter the foster care system need a 

constant in their lives. No pressure – just a smile and a hug. They need someone they see regularly, someone 

with no expectations other than that smile and hug.  This person shows up for the child at school, at daycare, at 

dance recitals, and at home, wherever that might be. A CASA can make a child’s day by just being there. 

“Several years ago, I attended a program at YES. I was the only person there for this child. When she saw me in 

the audience, her eyes got bright and her smile was beautiful. We took photos after the program just like all the 

rest of the children with their families. It is a photo I hope she still has today!”  See more about Sherry on Page 4 
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From the desk of Dan 
As I drive by businesses on my way to work I see so many that are looking for people to fill 
their vacant positions. Some have changed their hours due to staff shortages and others have 
offered incentives to attract potential applicants. Hiring bonuses, flexible work hours and 
even lowering the minimum hiring age seems to be the norm. Any of you who have traveled 
recently know this is the case elsewhere too.   
 

In my role as the Volunteer Supervisor for CASA here in York, one of my duties is to recruit 
new volunteers. One would think that CASA would also be affected by the situation so 
many businesses are currently struggling with. After all, we pay much less than those busi-
nesses (actually we don’t pay anything); However, we can offer new volunteer applicants 
the potential for a meaningful experience and an opportunity to make a difference in the life 
of a child. No small task. There is also a commitment involved – both an emotional one as 
well as a time commitment.  
 

Despite this, we were able to recruit eight new volunteers during this past year. Each attend-
ed CASA new volunteer training and, after certification, were assigned a case and asked to 
commit themselves emotionally and give a portion of their time to advocate for a child.  
 

I recently asked one of our newer volunteers why she does it. This volunteer indicated, “Our world is very troubled 
right now and I figure I have an opportunity to make some kind of difference by getting involved with a child at 
CASA. I had to contribute something.” While the comment was seemingly simple, the way it was said and the 
“passionate simplicity” involved moved me deeply. Both the spirit and attitude involved in the comment gave me re-
newed hope for the future. I will let you make a conclusion of your own on why things appear to be 
going well at CASA. 

We thank these donors for Caring & Sharing  March 1 ~ October 31, 
 
Ruth and Scott Koch 

Scott and Stacy Kohmetscher 

Darroll and Donna Loschen 

Brent and Kay Magner 

Caleb Magner 

Tom and Carmen McKenny 

Janelle and John Medinger 

Joshua and Hannah Miller 

Bill and Janelle Newman 

Katie North 

Karla and LeRoy Ott 

Troy and Cassandra Otte 

Jennie Romohr 

Mike and Carolyn Sandall 

Deb Schnell 

Chad and Angela Schroetlin 

Barbara Shelden 

Karen and Jerry Snodgrass 

Jan Uffleman 
 

In-Kind Donations 

104.9 Max Country/103.5 Kool 

Radio 

Ace Hardware  

Arby's York 

Captain Red Beard’s 

Dollar Fresh 

LeRoy and Karla Ott 

Rotary Club  

Runza of York 

Starbucks, York 

Valentino’s of York 

York Quilt Guild 

Businesses, Foundations 
& Clubs 
B & B on Sixth  

Charles W Campbell PC, 
LLO 

Cornerstone Bank  

Crossroads Awards 

Fillman Law Offices, LLC 

Fraternal Order of the Eagles  

Grand Central Foods, Inc.  

Harmony Nursery & Daylily Farm 

Henderson State Bank  

Jensen Lumber Co.  

Kerry's Restaurant 

L & M Kopsa Charitable Foundation 

  In honor of Sue Luethje 

McDonald's  

Metz Mortuary  

North Printing and Office Supply 

Optimist Club of York 

Presbyterian Women's Association 

Self Storage of York 

Terpstra Foundation  

Union Bank & Trust 

United Way of York 

Victor E. & Rosa M. Blum Foundation 

York Family Dentistry 

York General  

Thank  
You!  

Individuals  
Joyce Angle 

   In memory of Karen Klute 

Fran and Bill Bamesberger 

Donna and Jay Bitner 

Sandra Brumbaugh 

Steve and Barb Buller 

Lois G Burgess 

Mark and Ronda Clark 

Carrie Colburn 

Eugene and Shirley Cordes 

  In memory of Bob Cordes & in honor  of 

Sue Cordes 

Jane and Louis DeLuca 

Steve and Nancy Ermer 

Gordon Fillman 

Mike and Annette Finke 

Stanley Green 

CA and Doris Grotz 

Sharon Hansen 

   In memory of Raymond Hansen 

Craig and Debora Heskett 

Mike and Jan Hoffschneider 

Madison and Marcia Hoover 

Stephanie Howe 

Patricia and Clifford Huffman 

Stanley Jensen 

John Brisk Memorial Fund, Deb Brisk 

   In memory of John Brisk 

Mark and Valerie Kaliff 

Kim Kaliff 

Don Keelan-White 

Sue Keller 

Ben and Ann Kirkpatrick 



 

York County Courthouse 

510 N Lincoln Ave.  

York, NE 68467 

 

It’s Giving Tree Time!  
The very special elves at York State Bank are at it again, working their holiday magic in the lob-
by of York State Bank’s main office. And they haven’t been the only ones; CASA Advocates 
have been busy collecting lists which will soon be hanging on the tree.  
 
From November 14th through December 9th the community is invited to pick a wish-list 
from the tree and purchase gifts for one of the children CASA volunteers advocate for.  
 
Kathy Ortmeier of York State Bank points to the following quote to explain the organization’s 
reason for giving, “He (Santa) may not be the one that puts the presents under the tree, but his 
spirit works through us each time we give freely without expectation and each time we spread 
joy, love and light to another person.” Since 2017, CASA for York County kids have benefited from the York State 
Bank Giving Tree and we are grateful for their sponsorship of this charitable opportunity for our community!  

Congratulations Sherry Tonniges,   
                          First Ever Heart of CASA Award Recipient ! 
 CASA volunteer advocate Sherry Tonniges was named the first recipient of the Heart of 
CASA Award. Executive Director Elizabeth Hain presented the award at the Volunteer 
Appreciation Banquet held last spring. Director Elizabeth Hain says, “Sherry currently 
works with not 1, not 2, but 5 children, ranging in age from infant to 7 years old. Each 
month she visits multiple homes, schools, and childcare facilities, ensuring that she hears 
the opinions of all, and the needs of each specific child. With 3 different caseworkers, 2 
different GALs, 2 different judges, and 3 different foster homes, Sherry has been the only 
constant in the lives of these small children. Despite the constant turnover and challenges 
this case has presented, Sherry has taken every obstacle in stride, and is always looking to 
move forward and find solutions to protect these children.”  
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