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Husband and wife make a
difference as CASA volunteers

By Marcia Schlegelmilch
STAFF WRITER

YORK — It’s called CASA
for York County. It’s an organiza-
tion providing trained volunteers
to serve as a voice for children
involved in the court system

through no fault of their own.

CASA stands for Court
Appointed Special Advocates for
children. The local CASA pro-
gram maintains an office in the
York County Courthouse. Carol
Knieriem serves as director.

Knieriem says, “On behalf of
CASA I would like to say we
appreciate the time and energy
Jerome and LeVauna (Weismann)
have given to our program and to
the ch:ldrcn and the? continue fo
give.’

Jerome and LeVauna are long-
time volunteers and supportel%gig)f
the CASA program in York Coun-
ty. The couple is unique in the fact
that each has been able to serve
children in their own way.

LeVauna was the first volun-
teer CASA had in York County.
She signed on 12 years ago when
Seward and York were combined.
Her experience with the organiza-
tion dates back to her days in col-
lege.

“When I was in college | was-
n’t sure where I was going educa-
tion wise. | took some health and
human services classes and crimi-
nal justice too. In one of my class-
es we worked for a volunteer
organization. CASA was just get-
ting started in Sarpy County. We
held a fundraiser selling candy
bars in the student union. Back
then [ told myself if I ever had-te
chance to. volunteer 1 would.
When 1 read in the paper CASA
was star’ung up in Seward I signed
up,” LeVauna tells.

After a dozen years as a volun-
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teer LeVauna is still as enthusias-

. tic about the program as she was
+ back in her college days. She and
* Jerome have seen first hand the
. difference being made by advo-
* cates for area children, and chil-
_ dren throughout the nation.

As an advocate LeVauna is the

* voice of a child in the court sys-

tem. Advocates like LeVauna are

- appointed by the judge to speak
. for an abused or neglected child or

set of siblings.
“We contact teachers, grand-

. parents, coaches, anyone who can
* help, about what is best for that
. child."we make recommendations,

write court reports and visit with

* the child at least once a month,”
. explains LeVauna.

Becoming a CASA volunteer

* requires 30 hours of training with

12 hours per year of continuing

* education. Through her involve-
_ ment as an advocate, LLeVauna has

. attended both state and national
*- conferences.

According to  LeVauna,

* rewards are plenty for CASA vol-

' unteers. She counts seeing chil-

dren “in a caring and loving
home” through a safe return to
their own home, the home of a rel-
ative or through adoption as the
ultimate return on investment.
Advocates often establish last-
ing relationships with children and
their extended families. LeVauna
still hears from one grandmother,
“from_gne of my very first cases.
Her little grandson and his father
live in the grandparents’ home.
She keeps me up to date on what
he’s doing.”
~ When visiting a child LeVauna
says, “I sit on the floor and play
cards, read stories, talk to them —
determine how they feel ... I try to

: .undcrstand what the child really

wants.”

. Ever since CASA has been in
York Jerome has been volunteer-
ing. For five years now he’s donat-
ed his time and talents in the
office, working on the computer
doing data entry and serving on

- the board.

I started training as an advo-
cate and went to cases. But as an
abused child myself | saw cases
going on for a year or two and

. thought if I'd had to wait that long

[ woudn’t have made it. I am 72
years old now and know there is

. no way you-forget about abuse. It

still affects me ... when your are
abused it stays with you for the
rest of your life. So | went onto the

parties all had lawyers ...

to make sure kids get services.”

When Jerome took over as
president of the CASA for York
County board the program was in
need. During his years on the
board he’s proud of the fact that
the organization has been able to
raise awareness and some needed
funding.

Funding is an important part of
the board’s function as CASA
does not receive any state or feder-
al monies.

Although numbers ﬂuctuatc, at
this time there are 35-40 abused or
neglected children in the York
County court system. Sixteen

“trained CASA volunteers are on

duty serving 23 of those children.
And more advocates are needed.

“What I observed when [ went
up to see court cases was multiple
grand-
parents, mom, dad, step-parents ...
and there was no one to speak for
the child but the guardian ad litem
and the CASA. They were all
arguing and nothing got done. So
much arguing for everyone but the
child. The CASA is another voice
for the child,” states Jerome.

“One of the things we do is
push to get things moving along.
Judges want to hear form the
CASAs. They really do read
CASA reports ... our recommen-
dations really can make a differ-
ence,” LeVauna adds.

Jerome and- LeVauna Weis-
mann are making a difference for
children every day in their own
way. Persons interested in volun-
teering their time as a CASA or in
any other capacity is welcome to
call Kmerlem at 362-5454.



