
 

“CASA for York County supports and provides volunteer advocacy for abused and 
neglected children, enabling them to thrive in a safe, permanent home.”  

How often do you visit with your CASA children? 

At least once a month, sometimes more.   I usually 

try to go to the home where the kids are staying 

and visit there for about an hour.  And if we have 

court, we’ll sit and visit for a few minutes before or 

after the hearing.  We might look through the toys 

that are donated for kids or sit in the CASA office 

and have a soda or coffee or something. 

 

How do you set up the home visits? 

Generally I call or text the foster parents, most of 

the time it’s the foster mom, but sometimes the 

foster dad.  And we work out a time that is        

convenient for everyone.  When the kids are close 

to where I live it is really easy to work out a visit, 

but if the kids are placed in another town or   

county, it can be a little trickier. 

 

What happens during the home visits? 

Well, first off I’m checking on the kids.  Are they 

well?  Are they clean?  Stuff like that.  Just the 

things that let you know that the child is being 

cared for.  But it’s not just the stuff you can stick 

your head in and see with your eyes.  These visits 

are a time for me to sit with the kids and foster 

parents and talk with them.  I can ask how school 

is going or if they are playing a sport.  They can 

tell me about a book they are  reading or a      

birthday party a classmate had.  I want to hear 

about what is going on in their lives so that I can 

get a feel for how they are doing emotionally and 

mentally.  I also talk to the foster parents about 

how things are going.  Make sure that the services 

that are court ordered, things like counseling or 

school accommodations, are going the way they 

should.  The kids show me their rooms, or toys, or 

art projects.  And we just chat and catch up like 

you would with any friend.  The only difference is, 

I’m listening for anything that might indicate a 

problem. 

 

(Continued on next page) 

CASA children and 

their foster mom 

pick out toys after a 

court hearing. 

Some people have never met a stranger and fit in     

anywhere.  But some of us are not quite so comfortable 

inserting ourselves into someone’s life.  Others can 

handle anything that comes their way, so long as they 

know what to expect.  So it makes sense that the visits 

can be an intimidating part of becoming a CASA      

volunteer.  One of our volunteers tells about a typical 

visit. 

CASA Volunteer, Glenda 

Starvaggi, and her CASA 

child play with blocks during 

a visit in the CASA office.  

Normal play, like blocks or 

dolls or even video games, 

is a great way to put a child 

at ease and help them open 

up to you. 



(Continued from front page) 

 

You mentioned that you are looking for their mental and emotional health.  Does this mean you need to 

have a medical or psychological background? 

Not at all.  It’s like when you are talking with a friend and they say things are “fine.”  Because you know 

your friend, you can pick up what isn’t being said and know that something isn’t “fine.”  When some-

thing doesn’t seem right, I ask more questions to find out what is going on.  Then I make a mental note 

to let the court know that something is wrong here.  

 

But what if the kids don’t want to talk to you? 

You can’t force the kids to trust you.  In many cases they are coming from homes where they can’t trust 

the adults.  So you have to be patient and let the kid open up to you in his own time.  Sometimes this 

takes a while.  But it is worth it.  You’re not just speaking for the kid in court.  You are showing this 

child that there are adults who care and can be trusted.  I really look forward to visiting with my kids 

each month.  They are a joy to me, and I really think that I am helping them too. 

Sherry Tonniges helps her child bundle up. 

This newsletter is sponsored in 

part by: 

 

Woods Bros Realty 

Foundation for Giving 

 
Call 402-362-5454 to learn how 

you can sponsor a newsletter. 

Maureen and Carol stand with new volunteers Jo Larson and Clive 

Wiggan, who have just been sworn in. 

Terrill Johns shares why she supports CASA. 



Your GIFTS are  
much appreciated. 

Send a gift to: 
 

CASA for York County 

510 N Lincoln Ave.  

York, NE 68467 
 

Or give online at:  

www.casaforyork.org 

Our Volunteer Supervisor, Maureen, is 

“Takin’ Care of Business” 

To Unsubscribe from this    

newsletter please call the CASA 

office @ 402-362-5454 
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John & Lori Mittman 

Dr. Harold & Judy Nordlund 

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Nordlund 

Cy & Katie North 
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Barbara Shelden 

Dennis & Deborah Stamm 

Nancy & Randy Stoll 

Jon & Joan Strong 

Jim & Jan Uffelman 

Jack & Jean Vincent 

Mark & Andrea Way 

Mike & Kristi Weskamp 

Don & Shirley Witte 

 

CORPORATE: 

BPO DOES #7 
Burger King/Horizon Food Service 
Burnham Appraisal Co. 
Fillman Law Offices 
Green Realty and Auction 
Grenne, PC 
United Way of York 
Woods Bros Realty—Foundation 

for Giving 
York State Bank 
 

IN-KIND: 

Board Members 
Jeanne Campbell 
Joel Coehoorn 
Melody Ellis 
Barb Fehringer 
KAWL/Max Country 
York News-Times 

 

HONORARIUMS: 

Given by Pat & Renae McCarthy in 
honor of Sue Cordes. 

Given by Water Cooler Talk in hon-
or of Kopsa Otte. 

 

MEMORIALS: 

Given by Jennie Romohr in 
memory of Mark Romohr. 

Given by Gene & Shirley Cordes 

and Sue Cordes in memory of 
Robert Cordes. 

Given by Boyd & Jan Hedrick in 
memory of Brian Hedrick. 

Given by Arnie Otten in memory of 
Gail Otten. 

Given by Stanley Peters in memory 
of Cynthia Sue     Peters. 

Given by Joyce Angle, Stuart & 

Gail Geis, Kenneth &       Bever-

ly Jensen, Corinne Kidder, Mr. 

& Mrs. Dick Luethje, Darroll & 

Donna  Loschen, Mrs. Kenneth 

Nordlund, and Roger & Billie 

Peterson in memory of Lance 
Kennedy. 

 

AND OTHER  

ANONYMOUS GIFTS 

YOU make great things happen for children… our Donors November 2016 — March 2017 

Maureen, Carol, and Sue Cordes present the 

annual report to the county commissioners. 

Editor’s Note: 

 

In our last newsletter, there was a 

typo on the dates for the donation 

range where it said “July 2015—

October 2016.”  This was incorrect.  

It should have said “July 2016—

October 2016.”  We apologize for any 

confusion this may have caused. 
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  RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

BECOME A VOLUNTEER 

*     www.casaforyork.org     *     #402-362-5454     *     carol@casaforyork.org     * 

It could be nothing, 

But it could be something. 

If you are worried about a child, 

Don’t wait until you are certain. 
 
 

No Excuse  

For Abuse 
 

 

Speak out! 

You can prevent child abuse 

by not letting it be a secret. 

Report abuse to  

1-800-652-1999 

Did you know? 

 EVERYONE IN NEBRASKA IS A 

MANDATORY REPORTER OF CHILD 

ABUSE AND/OR NEGLECT  


