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Message from Jane Jensen, President, 
Board of Directors 

Thank you to our CASA supporters for continuing to help provide for us 
throughout the last year.  2020 was a difficult year in so many ways, and we 
couldn’t have managed without your donations.  
 

When I look back on the year, I am especially proud of our staff and volunteers 
for continuing to work their hardest to serve the vulnerable children in our pro-
gram.  It took extra time and effort to make sure the children were safe during a 
time when vulnerabilities increased for everyone, and  
especially for our children while they didn’t have the extra eyes of teachers and 

caregivers on them. Face to face contact was often not possible, but our volunteers continued to 
make sure to touch base regularly with the kids they serve to ensure they were doing okay.  
 

As we move into 2021 with hope for a better year, we look to you for your continued support, wheth-
er that be through financial donations, participation in our fundraising events, or maybe  
considering taking on a volunteer position. Thank you for your continued commitment to helping us  
advocate for the abused and neglected youth in York County, enabling them to thrive in safe and  
permanent homes. 

We Are All in This TOGETHER 

During the pandemic child abuse and neglect have been on the rise. 
Children too often pay a heavy price when families are under in-
creased financial stress.  

There has been a surge in the number of child abuse and neglect 
cases in the courts. CASA programs across Nebraska are working 
hard to ensure these children don’t go unnoticed.  

This year volunteers have visited children online, read them  

stories, sent them songs, celebrated birthdays and holidays, ensuring children never feel alone. Our 
volunteers make a real difference in children’s lives. CASA volunteers are needed now to meet our 
goal of serving every child in the system.     

State of Nebraska  CASA 2020  

 908 Volunteers served 2,108 abused and neglected children.  

 Volunteers shared 37,575 hours of their time and traveled 100,000 miles  

 248 NEW volunteers were recruited, screened, trained and sworn in by a judge.  

 20 CASA programs served 52 Counties  

 CASA programs in Nebraska now serve 82% more children with 120% more volun-
teers than 10 years ago; and still more than 1,300 children in Nebraska are in the 
Foster Care system without a CASA.                                                      
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Coffee with Elizabeth  

April is Child Abuse Awareness Month  
&  

Volunteer Appreciation Month!  

 

 

Hello and Happy Spring! My morning coffee has looked a 

little different since I last checked in; it’s now frantically 

gulped down between a diaper change and a feeding for this 

little lady. Despite the mix of chaos and joy that a new baby 

brings, I also find that each time I add to my family, I come 

back with renewed conviction for CASA’s mission. As I 

snuggle up with my little babe, I can’t help but think of the 

children who don’t have the good fortune that my kids have. 

We serve children who lack stability, who desire love, and 

who face uncertainty at every juncture. In these moments I’m reminded that what CASA does mat-

ters, and it matters a lot. It’s easy, even in my position, to distance ourselves from the realities 

around us. And the reality is that children are suffering. This is where CASA steps in. We may not 

always have the solutions, but our volunteers have the heart. I am so thankful to be a part of some-

thing bigger than myself, and a part of something that makes a difference. As I raise my children, I 

more fully realize the importance of raising awareness. I’m making a commitment going forward, to 

be open about the uncomfortable reality facing us. In this way, not only can we treat the problem, 

but we can begin to strive for prevention.   
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We thank these donors for  
  Caring & Sharing September 2020 ~ February 2021 

From the desk of Dan 

Jim B. and Lillian F. Cooper  
Foundation 
Joe and Emily Gonnerman 
John and Janelle Medinger 
John and Lori Mittman  
John and ReNee Kaliff 
Joyce Angle 
Judi and Harold Nordlund 
Kadee Ditloff 
Karen and Jerry Snodgrass 
Karla and LeRoy Ott 
Kelly and Virginia Holthus 
Ken and Bev Jensen 
Ken and Carolyn Withee 
Kirk's Corner 
Kopcho's Sanitation 
Kopsa Charitable Foundation 
Kopsa, Otte + Associates 
Kristie Holoch 
Laura Garrison 
Lori Heser  
Marcia Schlegelmilch 
Mark and Valerie Kaliff 
Marlene Cline in memory of 
Fran Follett  
Michael and Carolyn Sandall 
Michele Kunasek 
Midwest Bank 
Mike and Annette Finke 
Pat and Renae McCarthy in 
honor of Sue Cordes 
Patricia and Clifford Huffman 
Randy and Nancy Stoll 
Rick and Nancy Schockey 
Ripple Inc. 
Ronda and Mark Clark 
Rosemarie Growney  
Rosie Kopcho 
Sally Ruben 

Sam and Jane Antholz 
Scott and Ruth Koch 
Scott and Stacy Kohmetscher 
Scott Hourigan Co. 
Sharon Hansen in memory of Dr. 
Raymond Hansen 
Sherri and John Bennett 
Sherwood Foundation 
Shirley and Keith Sanmann 
Shirley Witte 
Snow-Redfern Foundation 
Stan Jensen 
Stanley Green 
Steve and Barb Buller 
Steve and Linda Neujahr 
Steve and Nancy Ermer 
Sue Cordes, in memory of Keith 
Cordes  
Susanne Keller  
Terpstra Foundation 
The Quilt Basket 
Thomas and Aloha Schmid 
Tom and Carmen McKenny 
Tom and Suzanne Vanous 
Troy and Candy Otte 
UBT 

In-Kind  

1st Presbyterian Women 
Valentino's ,York  
Wendy’s of York 

Monetary 
16th Street Car Wash 
Amy Holthus 
Barb and Steve Buller 
Barbara Shelden 
Ben and Ann Kirkpatrick 
Boyd and Janet Hedrick 
C.A. and Doris Grotz 
Carol Knieriem in memory of Fran 
Follett  
Carol Tienken  
Carrie Colburn 
Charles Campbell  
Cindi and Steve Nickel 
Craig and Debora Heskett 
Cy and Katie North 
Dan and Julie Goodwin 
Dan and Patricia Scarborough 
David Lang 
Don Keelan-White 
Donna and Jay Bitner  
Doreen Luethje 
Dr. R. J. and Jane Cronk 
Elizabeth Hain 
Eugene and Shirley Cordes in 
memory of Bob and in honor of Sue 
Cordes 
Fillman Insurance Agency 
Gail Nordlund 
Ginny's Hallmark 
Harmony Nursery & Daylily Farm 
Harold and Judi Nordlund 
Jack and Jean Vincent 
Jan and Jim Uffleman 
Jane R. Antholz 
Jane R. Thompson 
Jed and Deanne Erickson 
Jennie Romohr 
Jensen Lumber Co. 
Jerry and Elaine Waggoner 

I want to share a story about Ms. Griffin, a fourth grade teacher I had over 57 years ago. 

Ms. Griffin planted a seed that would not blossom for 50 years.  Ms. Griffin was a big 

fan of famous writer Willa Cather. Ms. Cather won a Pulitzer Prize for one of her works 

in the 1920’s and was a gifted novelist who wrote about life on the Nebraska prairie. As 

a fourth grader I had no interest in Willa Cather and did not understand Ms. Griffin’s 

passion for this famous writer or the constant references to her work. I could have cared 

less. Then, several years ago, my wife was featured in an art show at the Willa Cather 

Center in Red Cloud. I accompanied my wife to her show’s opening night. Since I’d 

seen all of her paintings I wandered into the Willa Cather resource center at one point 

and found myself scanning a couple Willa Cather books. Unexpectedly, I ended up pur-

chasing one by the end of the evening. I later found myself with a high regard for her 

writings. Not only would I have never believed I would end up a fan of Willa Cather, 

but Ms. Griffin would most likely have rolled over in her grave at the notion Dan Scar-

borough had developed an interest in Willa Cather after so many years of disinterest. I am highly grateful for Ms. 

Griffin’s influence on me and the gift she gave me which would not be appreciated for many years. 

 What does this have to do with CASA? – Everything. Several of our CASA volunteers are, or have been, teachers. My 

story does not only apply to teachers, but also to those who volunteer and provide care, concern and advocacy for chil-

dren. The gifts they provide may not be readily accepted or appreciated in real time, however, there is always a possi-

bility at some point they will make a difference. 



 

York County Courthouse 

510 N Lincoln Ave.  

York, NE 68467 

 

 

 

Our Advocates always show 

How much they care 

By the time, and the skills,  

And the compassion they 

share.  

 

 

Consider becoming a CASA volunteer.  

There are children in York County who are in need of an  

advocate; someone to be in their corner and work in their best 

interest. Find more information at: www.casaforyork.org or 

by calling our office at 402-362-5454.  


