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What, spring already? Yep, it’s already time for our bi-annual newsletter; time for an update on what has been happen-

ing here at CASA for York County, Nebraska. It’s been a busy year, with three new CASA advocates successfully 

completing training and being sworn in, another training in progress and the joy of an adoption! Since our last commu-

nication, the number of children referred for our services has continued to grow. That’s why these trainings are so im-

portant as our aim is for all children to have a CASA representing their best interests in the court. With a CASA com-

munication and the chances of a positive outcome for these children improves greatly. Assisting in finding placements  

for abused and neglected children in a safe and permanent home is the objective of our program. We invite you to join 

us as we work toward these goals.  

The day had arrived. A long-awaited day. A once-in-a-lifetime kind of day filled with joy, promise, cake, cookies and 

loved ones. It was Adoption Day for siblings Slate and Remedy.  

Reflecting back on “the day,” Jackie Wolfe, mother of three, speaks to the path she and husband Brian traveled to arrive 

at such a happy destination. A journey which began with foster parenting classes, the adoption of their now 11 year-old 

son Roman, and then fostering to adopt brother and sister, Slate and Remedy.  

Slate and Remedy came to live with the Wolfe family, Jackie, Brian and Roman, at the ages of 2 years and 4 months 

respectively. Now a grown up 5 and 3 year-old, the love they found was about to become permanent.  

It’s funny, “Slate would say our last name before (the adoption), but Remedy would just say, ‘my name Remedy Jane.’ 

Now she says, ‘my name is Remedy Jane Bridgett Wolfe,” and Jackie says … that means a lot.  

And so three very proud kids, Remedy Jane Bridgett, Slate Ryan and Roman Michael, along with their parents were 

about to celebrate an adoption two-and-a-half years in the making.  

Jackie says prior to choosing to foster/adopt, the couple had struggled to have a child of their own. During that time, 

Jackie came to understand, “It’s a gift to bring other children into your heart as your own. I fell in love with Slate and 

Remedy (as she had Roman), as a mom you just know.”  (Continued on page 4 ) 

  A Special Day!  

Pictured left to right: CASA Terrill Johns, Remedy, 

Jackie, Roman, Slate (down front) and Brian Wolfe, 

along with the Hon. Judge Lynelle Homolka  
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Coffee with Elizabeth  

 

 

There’s never a dull moment here at the CASA office. One of my 

favorite aspects of my role as Director is how each day presents 

me with new challenges, and no two days are exactly the same. 

At any moment, we could get documentation on a new case, have 

a volunteer stop in for some guidance, or get a call from a legal 

party who wants to chat. The spontaneity keeps me on my toes. 

On the days where I am being pulled in every direction, and nev-

er able to anticipate what’s coming next, I am reminded of the 

circumstances that our CASA children face. They too wake up 

each day not knowing what to expect. When you’re a foster child, 

anything is a possibility; you could have a change of placement, have a highly anticipated visit be cancelled, 

or be pulled out of school for court or an appointment. Consistency becomes a foreign concept for them. 

While it is comforting to see most of these kids take things in stride and are incredibly resilient, any person 

who works in the child-welfare arena will tell you that resilient is just code for “good at burying their emo-

tions.” This is yet another facet where CASA can make a huge difference. For this reason, I am grateful for 

my unpredictable work life, because in doing so I know together we are reducing unpredictability in the 

lives of these children. That’s why our volunteers advocate for case plans which prioritize wellbeing and 

comfort so these kids are able have moments filled with play and wonder.  

Three new CASA advocates were sworn in by the Hon.Judge Lynelle Homolka in York County Court on December 23, 

2021. Pictured left to right are  the Hon. Lynelle Homolka, Hali Giesbrecht, Kay Magner, Brent Magner and Jake Owens. 

We are grateful they have chosen to serve as advocates. Another training is currently underway with two area residents  

taking part. For information on becoming a CASA contact our office at: (402) 362-5454  

Or check out our website at: www.casaforyork.org 

 



Individuals 
Amy and Bart Briggs 
Ben and Ann Kirkpatrick 
Bill and Lorraine Grenfell, Ripple Inc.  
Carrie Colburn 
Cliff and Pat Huffman 
Craig and Debora Heskett 
Dan and Patty  Scarborough 
Darren and Cara Grotz 
Darroll and Donna Loschen 
Donna and Jay Bitner  
Dr. Harold and Judi Nordlund 
   In memory of Ken and Mary Nordlund 
Elaine and Jerry Waggoner 
Elizabeth and Jared Hain 
Gail Nordlund 
Gwendolyn  Kiser  
Jack and Jean Vincent 
Jan Uffleman 
   In memory of Jim Uffleman 
Janice Pickrel 
   In memory of Harvey Pickrel 
Jed and Deanne Erickson 
Jeff and Kelsey Pieper 
Jerry and Karen Snodgrass 
John and Brenda Kowalski 
John and Lori Mittman 
Jon  and Joan Strong 
Katie North 
Kelly Kiser-Mostrom 
Kelly and Virginia Holthus 
Kenneth and Pamela Knight  
L Geraldine Burgess 
Lynn and Matt Leif 
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From the desk of Dan 
Since our last newsletter, four new volunteers finished their initial 

CASA training and were certified by the York County Court.  Three 

of those volunteers have already been assigned to a child and, as 

newly appointed special advocates, are actively getting involved 

with their first assignment. I am excited for them as they begin their 

journey, and equally excited for them as they begin to experience 

the benefits of devoting time, energy, experience and love to advo-

cate for children in need. To add to my excitement, I am currently 

halfway through another training session with two more new volun-

teers. These two bring great potential with them and I am not so 

sure if I am learning more from them, rather than them from me as 

their instructor. Regardless, I intend to have them prepared for certification and to be as-

signed other children in need of an advocate.  I am also hoping to offer another class this 

spring for more new recruits and I remain optimistic. To steal part of a quote from a 100 year 

old friend of mine: “We are cooking with gas” here at CASA of York!  

We thank these donors for Caring & Sharing  
November 2021 ~ February 2022 

 
 
Mike and Annette Finke 
Mike and Kristi Weskamp 
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Stoll 
Mr. and Mrs. C.A. Grotz  
Marcia and Jay Schlegelmilch 
Mark and Valerie Kaliff 
Pat and Renae McCarthy 
   In honor of Sue Cordes 
ReNee and John Kaliff 
Rick Winters 
Rob and Carol Schardt 
Robert and Terrie Knight  
Rod and Judy DeBuhr 
Rosemarie Growney 
Sandy Brumbaugh 
Sandy and Randy Doremus 
Scott and Sherri  Schlegel 
Sharon Hansen 
   In memory of Dr. Raymond Hansen 
Shirley Witte 
Stanley Jensen 
Stephanie Howe 
Steve and Barb Buller  
Steve and Nancy Ermer 
Sue Cordes 
   In memory of Carolyn Withee  
Susanne Keller  
Terry and Gayla Knight  
Terry and Sherry Tonniges  
Thomas and Aloha Schmid 
Thomas Joe Knight  

Businesses, Foundations & Clubs 
BPO Does #7  
Cooper Foundation/Midwest Bank 
Cornerstone Insurance Group York  
Girl Scout Troop #20736  
Jones Insurance Agency, Inc.  
Snow Redfern Foundation   
Terpstra Foundation   
The Kopsa Charitable Foundation  
   In honor of Sue Leif 
United Way of Lincoln   
United Way of York  
 
In-Kind Donors 
Dan and Patty Scarborough 
Marcia and Jay Schlegelmilch  
Modern Woodmen of America 



 

York County Courthouse 

510 N Lincoln Ave.  

York, NE 68467 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up at: www.casaforyork.org  

Or by calling: (402) 362-5454 

Join us for our Color Run/Walk as we Run Child Abuse Out of Town!  

When: Sunday, April 24, 2022  

Where: Mincks Park, York, Nebraska 

Registration: 1:30 p.m.; Walk Start: 2 p.m.; 5K Run Start: 2:30 p.m. 

Must be registered by April 10, 2022 to guarantee a T-shirt.  

(Continued from Page 1) Throughout the court and adoption process for Slate and Remedy, the children had a CASA advo-

cate. At first Jackie wondered why they needed one. She admits to being a little nervous. She hadn’t had a CASA when 

Roman was adopted; this was new to her.  

“But having a CASA was great,” Jackie exclaims, “a CASA wants what’s in the best interest of the children. Our CASA, 

Terrill Johns, and Elizabeth (the director of CASA for York County) did an amazing job being there for the kids and the 

families involved. Terrill went above and beyond for the kids. I can’t emphasize enough how CASA is there for the bests 

interest of the kids.”  

Jackie has advice for others who might be interested in fostering and adoption … “Be patient with the system and the par-

ents, and find the right agency to help you (through the process).”  

On February 7, 2022 Jackie and Brian told the kids they were going to the courthouse to have a “Special Day.” At 1:15 

p.m. the family of five gathered, surrounded by the love of family and some amazing friends for Slate and Remedy’s 

Adoption Day! A celebration was in order; cake and cookies were served up along with wishes for a 

bright future for an extraordinary family.  
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