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Because CASA calls

By Marcia Schlegelmilch

LeRoy Ott is in his third year of being a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) for children who are
involved in the justice system through no fault of their own. Kids who have been neglected and abused;
kids who are found to be in unsafe environments; kids in need of a voice. Ott decided, like so many other
dedicated volunteers in York County, he would like to be that voice.

The decision to become a CASA didn’t happen overnight.

“I want to say 15 years ago I wanted to (become a CASA) when I saw the signs out on the lawn and in the
Courthouse. But I had too much going on, the kids were still home and I needed to pare down (my activi-
ties). I wanted to help kids who were in a position I never found myself in. I just knew that kids needed

help. So I walked in the door, said I was interested in helping and asked what I needed to do,” Ott recalls.

After making his interest known, CASA Volunteer Coordinator Maureen Diaz crossed Lincoln Avenue to
his office and the two visited about all being a volunteer entailed.

Becoming a CASA requires 8 weeks of training, one evening a week. Each of the three-hour sessions co-
vers topics such as culture, reporting, diversity, expectations and the legal system.

Ott says, “If you think you would like to become a CASA, come and talk to Elizabeth (Hain, York County
CASA Director). Take the training. You will know after the training if you would still like to be one.”

As a CASA, Ott has advocated for children from different families. He accepted and was appointed to his
first case two or three months after training. Over his nearly three years as a CASA he has worked with
three families; his current case started last summer. The ultimate goal is to present information to the
court on behalf of the child; to be their voice as various parties work to find permanence.

“Kids are caught up in the lifestyle choices of their parents. Kids are in the court system because of their
parents situations,” Ott states. (Continued Page 3)

Quilts sure to bring comfort

CASA for York County was the recipient of four twin-size quilts
pieced with love by the Messiah Lutheran Quilters of Aurora.
Polk’s Marsha Redman, who is a member of the group, delivered
the quilts to the

office. The quilters have been making and donating quilts for
many years. Recipients include the Grand Island CASA program.
These quilts will be gifts to our youth and will be theirs to keep
and treasure.

Pictured at left; Volunteer Supervisor Maureen Diaz and Volun-
teer Advocate Jo Larson showing off one of the recently do-
nated quilts.
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Coffee with Elizabeth

Jumping to conclusions. We all do it. 'm far more guilty of it than I'd
like to admit. It’s one of my vices that I'm constantly pledging to
change. It happens so fast. You see someone dressed sloppily, and you
automatically think, “Wow, they clearly don’t care about their appear-
ance.” But wait...why did you assume that? What if their power went
out and these are the only clean clothes they have? What if they’ve been
up for 3 days straight with a sick kid, and changing out of pajamas is at
the bottom of the priority list? What if their clothing choice is a result
of one of millions of possibilities other than a lack of concern with their
appearance? The fact of the matter is, we never truly know the whole
story. I challenge you, that next time you find yourself jumping to an
unfair conclusion, to take a moment to consider some less negative
possibilities, or even avoid the temptation to “know” this person's in-
tention all together. You may just find yourself feeling sympathy for
this person, rather than judgement.

55

CASA for York County has been in training mode. Advocates-to-be have faithfully attended the required 8
weekly classes; each of which is three hours in length. They have completed pre-class homework and have
grown in the understanding of the difference CASAs make in the lives of children who are involved in the
court system through no fault of their own. Each of the future
volunteer advocates has brought their own experiences to the
training which enhanced the perspectives of all participants.
The class, which is lead by Elizabeth Hain with assistance from
___ Maureen Diaz, includes;
Hannah Miller, Jenn
Whitted, Tanita

Troester, Shelby Pedersen
and Michelle Kunasek.
Also taking part is CASA
Administrative Assistant,
Marcia Schlegelmilch. It
won’t be long until these
five will have cases of
their own; joining the
capable and caring group
of CASA advocates al-
ready in place here in
York County.

Pictured at left: Elizabeth Hain
facilitates training.

Pictured at right: Michelle
Kunasek completes one of many =
training activities.




Because CASA calls (Continued)

As Ott sees it, the most important things a CASA does is to be a constant reli-
able presence in a child’s life, to listen to the child and to report to the court
at each hearing.

“The report is so important. It is the first report many judges look at because
it lets the court know what is going on; they like to hear that,” Ott explains.

According to Ott, “It felt like a payday” recently when he attended a regional
Optimist Club Meeting at which York County CASA Director Elizabeth Hain
was speaking. Following the presentation a grandmother, serving as a foster #=8
parent, stood and thanked CASA representatives for what they do. The grand-

mother said she never heard from a lawyer, the judge, the guardian ad litem,

but “CASA always called.”

Ott says plainly, “We are filling a void.”

When it comes right down to it, Ott and others choose to be CASAs so children can be safe in their environ-
ment, have food on the table, a roof over their heads, be happy, healthy, loved and valued. And that’s why

CASAs call.

In-Kind

Casey's General Store

Chance's R, York

First Presbyterian Church Women
Ginny's Gold Crown Hallmark , York
Grand Central, York

Kerry's Restaurant, McCool Jct.
Maurice's , York

Messiah Lutheran Quilters, Aurora
Runza, York

Sauterbaum Catering

Starbucks, York

Walmart , York

Wendy's , York

Monetary
Alpha Delta Kappa,

Alpha Beta Chapter, York
Bitner, Jay and Donna
Buller, Barbara, Card Club
Colburn, Carrie
Cordes, Gene and Shirley,

In memory of Robert Cordes
Cordes, Sue

In memory of Robert Cordes
Dickey, Brenda
Dohmen, Dave and Mary
Ermer, Stever and Nancy
Fillman Insurance Agency
Green, Stanley
Grotz, CA and Doris
Growney, Dan and Rose
Heskett, Craig and Deb
Hoffschneider, Jan and Mike
Holoch, Cody and Jessica
Holthus, Amy
Huffman, Clifford and Patricia
Jensen, Stan
Kadavy, Amy
Kaliff, John and RaNee
Kaliff, Mark and Valerie
Kant, Cynthia and Dr. Richard

Monetary Continued
Keelan-White, Don
Keller, Suzanne

In memory of Art Keller
Kennel, Lisa J
Kerry's Restaurant
Knieriem, Carol

In memory of Linda Burgeson
Koch, Scott and Ruth
Kopcho, Carolyn R.
Kopcho, Paul and Denise
Kopcho Sanitation
Lang, David L.
Langner, David and Lesley
Magner, Brent & Kay
Malleck, Dan and Kay
Mason, Tom
Mauer, Randy and Crystal
McCarthy, Renae and Pat

In honor of Sue Cordes
McKenny, Tom and Carmen
Midwest Bank
Mittman, John & Lori
Mussman, Kim
Nettleton, Mary
Network for Good
Neujahr, Steve and Linda
Nordlund, Gail
North, Cy and Katie
Ott, Irva

In honor of LeRoy Ott
Ott, LeRoy & Karla
Ott, Todd

In honor of LeRoy Ott
Otte, Candy and Troy
Pickrel, Janice

In memory of Harvey Pickrel
Pieper, Jeff and Kelsey
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Radcliff, Jan
Rathjen, Teresa
Reed, Bert and Marlys
Rhodes, Jane
Ripple, Inc.

In honor of Sue Cordes
Shelden, Barb
Sandall, Mike and Carolyn
Schmid, Tom and Aloha
Smith Max and Norma
Smith, Richard and Eileen
Snodgrass, Karen and Jerry

In memory of Kay Kahla
Snow Redfern Foundation
Starkey, Natasha
Strong, Jon and Joan
Terpstra Foundation
Thompson, Jane
Tienken, Carol
Tonniges, Sherry and Terry
Troester, Dan
United Way
Union Bank & Trust
Vice, Reesa
Victor and Rosa Blum Found.
Vincent, Jack and Jean
Way, Mark and Andrea
Willcock, Teresa and Todd
Witte, Shirley
Woodruff, Chase
Woods Bros. Realty
York Chiropractic
York General Health Care
York Smokey Lassies
York State Bank
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ASA for York County Annual Fun Run!
Sunday, April 19, 2020 is the date for the 5th Annual

fun-d-raiser!
« 5K Run/Walk and 1 Mile Run/Walk options.

o Family friendly event

RFULL

— Run Child Abuge Out of To‘

Supporting

e 2 p.m., Mincks Park in York

Family registration rates and sponsorships available!

Sign-up sheet included in this mailing!!!




