
Moving Forward 

“CASA for York County supports and provides volunteer advocacy for abused and neglected 

children, enabling them to thrive in a safe, permanent home.”  

Summer 
2018 

For a young, single mom, wading into the deep waters of the 

court system can feel overwhelming and frightening. 

This was the case for Lenae, who through a series of poor 

choices, was separated from her two year old son, Fonsi, 

when DHHS (Dept of Health and Human Services) needed  

to place him in foster care for his safety and stability. 

Fortunately, over a period of a year, surrounded by a support 

system which included CASA Volunteer Jo Larson, who was 

assigned to advocate for Fonsi, Lenae was able to take posi-

tive steps to move forward in a way that allowed her to be       

reunited with her son. 

“My CASA volunteer, Jo, along with the other CASA staff 

were very supportive to me as I went through the court  pro-

cess,” said Lenae.  “During one of Fonsi’s supervised   visits 

to see me in jail, Jo came and took pictures of Fonsi and I so 

I could have photos of him and  

myself to hang on my wall.  That meant a lot.“    

“I knew how much Lenae wanted to be reunited with her son.  That  

was always her goal and their love for one another was obvious,” said 

Jo.   “I watched her slowly make progress towards her probation goals.  

It was inspiring for me to see where she had come from and her  

growth and maturity through a rough season of her life.” 

Along with CASA, Lenae received other avenues of support through 

the community. 

“Living Water Rescue Mission and Blue Valley helped me to get back 

on my feet and I’m very thankful for the ways they were also there for 

me,” said Lenae. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Lenae and Fonsi blow out candles 

for Lenae’s birthday.   

Fonsi, Lenae, and Jo stop for a picture in the 

CASA offices. 



Since January 1, 2018, there have been 31 abused or neglected children in the York County Court.  

Our 16 active volunteers have driven almost 5000 miles and spent over 500 hours advocating for all 

31 children.  This doesn’t count the time they spend learning about abuse and neglect, or promoting 

CASA at events like our “Run Abuse Out of Town” 5K or Yorkfest.  On average these children waited 

less than two weeks to be assigned a CASA volunteer and these cases will last about 20 months.  

Many of our CASA volunteers will serve on more than one case during their time as an advocate.   

4,790 Miles 539 Hours 

Moving Forward cont….  Today, Fonsi, a smart, active, dimple faced boy, is home with Lenae and 

Fonsi’s father, who recently married Lenae when he relocated to York from Colorado.  Lenae has a 

full-time job, a drivers license and continues to take steps forward for herself and the future of her 

family. 

“I’m so proud of her,” said Jo. “Before being a CASA I had no idea what a parent separated from her 

child goes through in the court system.  It’s traumatic to both the parent and the child.  I’m thankful I 

was able to play a small part in this positive outcome.” 



It has been a privilege to serve the children and families of York County. 

I have had the honor of working with the most awesome volunteers, board 

members and donors who are truly committed to the cause of advocating for 

abused and neglected children. 

Parents who struggle usually struggle because of trauma in their own life.   

I have seen the community rally around folks who struggle and I have seen  

parents be committed to making the necessary and hard changes in their lives 

in order to be the safe and nurturing parents their children need. 

We can all be part of being a healing community by being there for someone 

who is struggling - being a good listener (and not so much making               

judgements), being kind and caring to others whom you may not necessarily 

want to be kind to, taking care of ourselves by dealing with our own traumas, 

being open to support from others.   

We are in this life together.  What we do and say can, and does, make a difference. 

I have followed my heart…I have followed my calling which took me from New York away from my family to Nebraska 

in 1980.  It is in the journey and following what God has called me to do that I have found the most joy and meaning in 

life. 

Life is an adventure.  It’s time for me to move on (actually back to New York and my 

family) and enjoy the path ahead. 
To unsubscribe please call     

402-362-5454 

Carol’s Reflection 

Elizabeth Hain: The New Face of CASA for York County 

Hello! My name is Elizabeth Hain, and I’ve been hired to take 

over as the new Executive Director of CASA for York County 

once Carol retires. I started training in July, and will continue 

to work with Carol until she’s done in September. I’m a recent 

graduate of Concordia University in Seward where I got   

Bachelor’s degrees in Psychology and Behavioral Science with 

a minor in Communication. I also worked as an intern for 

Southeast Nebraska CASA in Seward for a year and a half 

while in college. I loved my time there, and I’m so excited to 

continue serving abused and neglected children here in York! 

In my free time you can find me crafting, baking, or playing 

board games with my husband. I moved from Seward to York 

in August, and I look forward to becoming a part of the    

community here. If you happen to run into me, don’t hesitate 

to stop me and introduce yourself!  



CASA for York Co. 

510 N Lincoln Ave. 

York, NE  68467 

(402) 362-5454 

www.casaforyork.org 
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